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Period for RepiT^ ^ * " C ° mmUn,Cation °" th ° «T ^ »** 55 correspondence ahress - 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTHS from 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION " MONTH ( S > FROM 

earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 7040,) 9 communicat.on, even if timely filed, may reduce any 

Status 

1)13 Responsive to communication^) filed on 12 December 2nm . 
2a)D This action is FINAL 2 b)|g| This action is non-final 

4) I3 Claim(s) Mis/are pending in the application. 
4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) E] Claim(s) U6 is/are rejected. 

7) 0 Claim(s) js/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)Q objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 85(a) 

1 !)□ The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)Q approved b)Q disapproved by the Examiner. 

^ If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

13) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)DAII b)Q Some*c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Staae 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17 2(a)) ^uonai *iage 

* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) Q Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(e) (to a provisional application). 

, «r-| 8 A 9 ThG trans,ation of the fore '9 n ,a nguage provisional application has been received 

15) U Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121. 
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2, □ Notice of Draftsperson s Paten. Drawing Review (PTO-948, 5 R ^^ZZT^r T' S?* 

3) H information Disoio sure Statements) (P?o-1 449) Paper J fcj oter ^"'AppNoaUon (PTO-152) 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a)A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Burnside. Burnside et al. disclose a device for clamping and ablating cardiac tissue 
comprising a first handle member (400), a second handle member (402), first and 
second mating jaw members (382, 384), the jaw members a first and second elongate 
electrode (294; col, 45 lines 61-68). 

Burnside et al. teach all of the limitations of the claims except the width of the 
electrodes. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to form the electrode according to the dimensions as claimed, 
since it has been held that where the general conditions of a claim are disclosed in the 
prior art, discovering the optimum dimensions involves only routine skill in the art. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Rosiland S Kearney whose telephone number is 
703/308271 1. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Fri. 9:00 AM - 6:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Linda C. Dvorak can be reached on 703/3080994. The fax phone numbers 
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for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703/3080758 
for regular communications and 703/3080758 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 
703/3080858. 
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